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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, Wednesday, March 20, 
2013 at the Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman 
MacDonald. 
 
Members Present: Chairman James MacDonald 
    Andrea Eisenberg 
    Patty Kiernan 
    Bruce Hartleben 
 
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Manara Laundromat    Case #ARB13-09 
 544 East Main Street    Ground Sign 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called Manara Laundromat.  Steve Chester from 
Signs, Inc., appeared before the Board.   
 
Mr. Chester referred to the photos of the present site.  The present 
sign is larger than what they are suggesting because of the new code.  
The present sign lights completely, and the proposed sign would only 
have the letters lighting.  The new sign will be the same color as the 
awning (navy).  It will be double-sided, 3 x 5, no letter larger than 12 
inches, the largest letter is 6”.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the sign was internally illuminated and 
Mr. Chester said it was.  Chairman MacDonald asked the thickness of 
the sign and Mr. Chester said it was eight inches.  The posts on the 
side are 4” x 4”, so the sign is actually wider than the posts 
themselves. Mr. Chester said the sign box needs to be that way so you 
can pull it out to service it.  The sides of the box will be two inches 
more on both sides.  Andrea Eisenberg said unfortunately she couldn’t 
picture it.  Mr. Chester explained we normally see signs that are not 
illuminated internally; they are just straight board so they sit within 
the framework.  Understanding that illuminating it is an option, you 
need a certain depth of the sign to do that.  You cannot go less than 
eight inches, it just doesn’t illuminate properly.  You have to have a 
side to the sign so you can pull out the face and then get inside to 
change the bulb, so the faces themselves slide out. If one side gets 
broken, or if a new tenant comes in, you can pull it out and change the 
sign face.  Andrea Eisenberg questioned if he considered an eight-inch 
post.  Mr. Chester stated if there were an eight-inch post, they would 
have to have a twelve-inch box.  Mr. Hartleben commented that the 
eight-inch would be too big.   
 
Chairman MacDonald questioned the size of the top caps; Mr. Chester 
said they were 6” x 6”.  Chairman MacDonald commented it was an 
improvement.  Mr. Hartleben asked if six inch letters were high 
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enough.  He likes the way it looks on the page but questions the sign.  
Mr. Chester said doing it in proportion was the goal.   
 
Motion:  Andrea Eisenberg made the motion to accept the 
Manara Laundromat Wash and Fold sign as presented.  Patty 
Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes.   
 
2. Patio & Pine    Case #ARB13-10 
 91 East Main Street   Wall Sign 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   
 
Chairman MacDonald called Patio & Pine.  John Damato (owner) 
appeared before the Board.   
 
John Damato explained that he is the owner, and he just bought the 
business at the subject property.  It is basically the same use of what 
was there before.  He has circled the sign that is up at the location 
now, and explained the problem is that the tree to the right of the sign 
and when it’s in bloom, the tree blocks the sign.  Mr. Damato does not 
want to take the tree down.  He would like to take this sign down from 
the existing spot, make a smaller sign and place it above the two big 
doors.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked the material of the sign, and Mr. Damato 
said its MDO (maximum density signboard).  Chairman MacDonald 
asked about the letters, and Mr. Damato said they are vinyl applied.  
Patty Kiernan asked if there is any illumination.  Mr. Damato said that 
no illumination is necessary due to enough street light, good lighting 
off the building at night, and lights under it that light up the face of the 
building.   
 
Chairman MacDonald questioned the window above the doors; it does 
not actually go into the shop behind.  Mr. Damato explained there is a 
partition that stops and the doors end and pointed to where the 
fixtures are. The window does not move or open.  There is a white box 
is on the floor plan and was put up by the previous owner for winter 
time only. It comes down in the summer, and they will be taking it 
down shortly.  Patty Kiernan asked how he was attaching it, and Mr. 
Damato indicated where it was going to mount, and it will be flush 
with the top and the bracket.  Mr. Hartleben asked if he could draw 
what it would like from the side.  It’s a flat face but not a flat sign, 
how will it be attached?  Mr. Damato asked if it is better come down 
under a piece (indicating).  Mr. Hartleben likes it where it is, but 
wonders how he is going to mount it.  Patty Kiernan asked if the 
bottom was fixed, and Mr. Damato said the bottom would be 
bracketed in as well so it will be recessed.   
 
Chairman MacDonald had another suggestion because another building 
was done similarly where the face piece was quite small.  It was hung 
on chains and basically hung below.  Chairman MacDonald said the 
reason he asked if the window was an active window or not, because if 
it was you wouldn’t want to block the natural light.  Chairman 
MacDonald commented that this is an exceptional piece architecturally, 
and it feels like the sign is just applied to it.  Mr. Damato was not 
opposed at all to hanging the sign.  There will be a lot of light there.  
Mr. Hartleben suggested since it is still below the roofline, another 
option would be to mount it on top.  Mr. Damato said you could but 
you would be penetrating the roof, which is waterproofed.  Mr. 
Hartleben commented that he would be worried that a hanging sign 
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would not be fixed.  Mr. Damato said if they were to hang it, a 
stiffener in the middle would be installed.  It is hidden, and it keeps 
the sign from flopping around.  Mr. Hartleben agreed.  Andrea 
Eisenberg commented that the proportions would be nice as well 
because of the weight.  Mr. Damato thought having the sign over the 
two doors would make it more inviting. Mr. Hartleben asked what he 
thought of the idea of hanging the sign from a chain, but fixed to keep 
it rigid.  Mr. Damato said he likes the idea of it and the idea of keeping 
the crown molding above the door. Mr. Hartleben asked how long of a 
chain would be needed, and Chairman MacDonald said you could make 
it the same distance; whether it’s four or six inches.  Andrea Eisenberg 
asked if he wanted to center the sign within the window, and Mr. 
Damato said he would have to make the sign ten feet, because the 
doors are five-foot doors.  It would have to be a 10-foot sign as 
opposed to a 12.   
 
Mr. Hartleben commented that he is covering the crown molding but 
covering the window, and he is in favor of that.  Patty Kiernan agreed, 
but when you look at the whole picture you still get he statement of 
that door, not the window, but she would rather that.  Chairman 
MacDonald commented that he thinks the window will be totally 
blocked by holding the sign back to 10 feet.  Patty Kiernan indicated 
that from here you couldn’t even tell that is a window.  Mr. Hartleben 
said you couldn’t tell it’s a window to see through it, but you can 
certainly see the detail of the window.  Chairman MacDonald asked 
once this is all down, does light actually come through this window?  
Mr. Damato said no. Mr. Hartleben questioned would it be hung such 
that the front face of the sign matches the front face of the fascia.  Mr. 
Damato answered if you set it back a few inches to match the bracket, 
it might look a little better.  Chairman MacDonald stated the sign is 
approximately 10 feet, and it will match whatever the width is. The 
chains will come down and the 45 in the back is important.  Mr. 
Damato said he could actually make the height of the sign smaller, not 
having to stay at two feet. When he originally designed it, he thought 
he could have 20-inch letters, but he can only have 12-inch letters.  
He can do an 18-inch sign.  Mr. Hartleben asked if the lettering is 
going to be painted on, and Mr. Damato said it is going to be vinyl on 
the MDO Board.  Patty Kiernan said because of the wood, even 
dropping that sign a little, you are still not going to get any of the 
window.  Mr. Hartleben said if you are standing below looking up, you 
would see the window.  Patty Kiernan stated we need to make sure the 
sign itself is proportional.  
 
Motion:  Chairman MacDonald made the motion to accept the 
modifications for the sign of Patio & Pine to be approximately 
ten feet wide to match the existing windows above the doors 
and door openings.  They will be suspended from the overhang 
on chains with two stiffeners coming back at 45 degree angles 
pulled back from the edge to be concealed with the face to 
align with the front bracket and the height to be determined 
based on proportions, and the length of the chain four to six 
inches.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes.   
 
Minutes: 
 
It was decided by the Chairman and Board members to withhold the 
meeting minutes until next month. 
 
 



 4 ARB Meeting 3/20/13 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
dm 


